
To Harris Wofford IO May 
‘956 

IO May 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Mr. Harris Wofford, Jr. 
1226 Rebecca Drive 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Dear Mr. Wofford: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of you very kind letter of April 25. I was very 
happy to receive your very helpful suggestions. I assure you that I am taking all 
of them under consideration and using that which is possible. You have mastered 
both the technique and the spirit of Ghandi, and such wide experience in this 
area is always helpful in our struggle. 

Always feel free to write and to give constructive criticism. I can assure you that 
they will always be accepted in the same noble and generous spirit they are given. 

I have received your book and also the pamphlet that you sent. Please know 
that I am deeply grateful to you for your thoughtfulness at this time. Unfortu- 
nately, I have not had an opportunity to read the book because of the pressure 
of the present situation. As soon as I am somewhat relieved of this pressure, I will 
be reading your book. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 
MLEb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 67. 

From Henri Varin de la Bruneliere 

11 May 1956 
Fort-de-France, Martinique 

NAAcPfield secretary Clarence Laws forwarded this letter from Bishop de la Brunelih-e 
to King, noting that “the courageous and sacra3n’al stand of Negro citizens of 
Montgomery is having a world wide impact on peoples everywhere.”’ Bishop de la 
Brunelih-e had read about the boycott in the Parisian Catholic newspaper La Croix. 
On I O  J u ~  King thanked him for his support. 

254 I .  Clarence A. Laws to King, 22 May 1956. 
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Dear Reverend Pastor, ‘7 May 
‘956 I am a frenchman and Bishop of Martinique F.W.I. In “La Croix” one of Paris’s 

leading catholic news papers, I read an article written about the injustices in- 
spired by the decision handed down by the Supreme Court condemning segre- 
gation. In this article a full account is given of your heroic struggle against these 
injustices. Your cause is a juste one. You wish to defend it in an excellent way, 
one truly inspired by the bible: “Conquer evil in doing good”. Do not triumph 
against the white man; triump with him. He is a vitim of the prejudices whose 
author he is. 

I wished to publicize your way of seeing and acting through the enclosed article 
which appeared in the catholic paper of Martinique. I should like to say that the 
colored people of the USA and you especially, Reverend dear Pastor, have our 
deepest sympathy. Perhaps you are aware of the fact that our spirituel leader, 
Pope Pius XI1 shortly after his election to the Papacy manifested his deep sym- 
pathy for the colored people of your country who deserve it so well because of 
the long and hard trials which have been inflicted upon them by these injustices. 

Further proof of his devotion to the cause of the colored race and his rejection 
of race discrimination is shown by the fact that he has consecrated thirteen negro 
bishops of Africa two of them in recent months. I thank God for it. 

The cause for which the colored people are fighting is a just one and I pray 
daily that victory shall be yours. Reverend and dear Sir, please be assured of my 
continued sympathy and my cordial devotion. 

Sincerely Yours in Jesus Christ. 
[signed] Henri Varin de la BruneliZre 
bishop of Martinique 

TAHLS. MLKP-MBU: BOX 16. 

From Charles S. Johnson 

’7 May ‘956 
Nashville. Tenn. 

Fisk University president Johnson tells King that he has been honored with the ‘Fisk 
Distinguished Service Award, ” to be presented at the 28 May Fisk commencement 
ceremony.’ King received the award in person and wrote a letter of appreciation on 

I. Charles Spurgeon Johnson (1893-1956), born in Bristol, Virginia, to a former slave, received 
B.A.’s from Virginia Union University (1916) and the University of Chicago (1917). He joined the Na- 
tional Urban League in 1921, where he served as director of research and editor of the league’s 
monthlyjournal. In 1928 he became the first director of the Institute of Social Studies at Fisk University 
and five years later took over the directorship of the Institute of Race Relations at Swarthmore Col- 
lege. Johnson served on a League of Nations commission investigating allegations of slavery in Liberia 
in 1930 and was sent to Japan to help reorganize Japan’s educational system after World War 11. In 1947 
Johnson became the first African-American president of Fisk University. 255 
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